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The study of shallow shop of the Grand Canal in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
WU Xin

( History and Culture College Liaocheng University Liaocheng 252059 China)
Abstract: Shallow shop is one of the water conservancy settings of the Grand Canal and river work labourer work organiza—
tions during the Ming and Qing Dynasties and its main function lies in the dredging of the canal to keep the channel un—
blocked. Undergoing the development of Ming and Qing society shallow shop and its workers experienced the process from

“shop” to “forl’  “confiscation” to “enlistment”. It is necessary both for the change of the water transport system and is also
the seasonable change for the regional society. For regional society shallow shop has two properties one is to solve the space
installment of the canal shallow and its existence is closely related with the growth of regional settlements; the other is the
“group” organization composed by shallow shop workers and its source and management is the real reflection of the regional
community survival conditions.
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